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HORICULTURE. 


FRUIT GARDEN, FOR OCTOBER. 
(From the American Practical Gardener.) 
Winter Pears and Apples. 

Gather your winter pears and apples. 

Pruning. 

When the trees have completely shed their leaves, 
you may begin to prune many kinds, but by no means 
do it before. 

The pruning of peach, nectarine and almond trees, 
would not be proper to be done, before the latter end 
of February, in the middle states, nor before the first 
week in March, in the eastern states. In the south- 
ern states this work may be performed at any time 
between the period of shedding their leaves, and the 
beginning of January. 

Apples, pears, cherries and plums being hardy 
trees, may be pruned at any period, between drop- 





ping their leaves, and the first swelling of their blos- 


som buds. 
Planting Fruit Trees. 

Towards the latter end of this month, most sorts of 
fruit trees may be transplanted, and particularly such 
kinds as have shed their leaves. The ground must 
be dry and not subject to water laying on it, in win- 
ter; each tree must be strongly fixed in its place, by 
tying it with straw, mats, &c. toa stake, drove into 
the ground, it must be so fastened as not to be rock- 
ed about by the winds. 

In the southern states, as well as in other parts of! 
the union, these plantations should all be completed 
before the buds begin to swell. 

The latest ripening fruits, particularly late peach- 
es, should be planted in a place of warm aspect, and 
also some of the earliest kinds, to have them in per- 
fection at an early period. 

Apples and pears for walls and espaliers, should 
be planted twenty feet from each other. 

Plums and cherries to be planted from fifteen to 
eighteen feet, if designed for espaliers. 

Peaches, apricots, and nectarines, not less than fif- 
teen feet, if against walls, &c. 

Planting Gooseberries. 

Towards the latter end of this month, or early in 
November, is the most suitable season to plant these 
trees. They may be set round the borders of the 
kitchen garden, from two to two and a half feet from 
the walks, and about six feet distant from each other; 
always keep the — under, and immediately con- 
tiguous to each bush, entirely free from weeds or 
plants of any kind, as it will endanger the fruit be- 
coming mildewed and ruined. 


fruit, then those that are good may betaken due care 
of, the others, by far the greater number, may be 
thrown away. When sown, cover them near half ap 
inch deep with loose rich earth. If kept till spring, 
the seeds will not vegetate freely. 

Planting Raspberries. 

If raspberries are planted between the middle and 
latter end of this month, and the shoots are strong 
ones, they will strike new roots before winter, and 
produce some fruit next season, but the succeeding 
year, they will bear plentifully. 

Propagating Fruit Trees by Layers and Suckers. 
The young shoots of mulberries, figs, filberts, vines, 

&c. may now be laid in the earth; they will all be 

fully rooted in twelve months. 

Suckers may be taken from berberries, filberts, 

&c. digging them up, with good roots to each, and 

planting them where they are to remain. 


Cuttings of all sorts, planted a year ago, or last 
spring, that are well rooted, may towards the latter 
end of this month, be transplanted into nursery rows, 
Planting Acorns, Chesnuts, Chinquapines, Walnuts. 

Hickory-nuts. &e. 

The best season in the year for planting acorns of 
every kind of oak, and also all the nuts enumerated 
above, is immediately after they fall from the trees, 
for when kept ont of the ground much longer in a 
dry state, they lose their vegetating principle. 

_ By sowing them at their proper season, they are sub- 
ject to the depredations of mice, rats, and moles, 
therefore it is recommended by many gardeners, to 
preserve them, till the early spring months, either in 
sand, earth, or moss, and although they will sprout, 
yet this vegetation will not materially injure them, if 
they are set in acold place till winter, provided the 
small radicles are not broken, when planted in spring. 
The acorns, when planted, should be in drills about 





Dressing Strawberry Beds. 
The old strawberry beds should have their winter' 


en off close to the plants ;, 


weeds, and the runners t 


depth with a small pede. taking care not to disturb 
the roots; line out t 

breaking the earth very fine, and spread a portion of, 
it over the beds, between and round the roots, but 
do not bury their tops. A slight top dressing of well 
rotted dung, will be proper. This dressing will be a 
means of producing a more plentiful crop next season. 


two feet apart, and within an inch of each otherin the 


dressings this month ; bp should be cleaned from/drills, and covered about an inch deep, where they may 


remain, till they have had two year’s growth, when 


loosen the earth between the rows to a moderate they must be taken up, and planted in nursery rows. 
Chesnuts, walnuts, and hickory-nuts, may also be 
e alleys, and let them be dug, planted in autumn, immediately after they are ripe, 


in their outward covers or husks, the extreme bitter- 
ness of which, as well as the species of the chesnut, 
will preserve them, in some measure, against the at- 
tacks of vermin. 

Chinquapines ripening earlier than chesnuts, should, 


Preserving Stones and Kernels of Fruit. as soon as they have arrivedto maturity, be planted in 
Preserve in damp earth or sand, the stones of the|their husks, as the vegetative germ in most of them, 
various kinds of fruit you intend to sow for stocks.|is destroyed by the worm, particularly if kept for any 
Pear and Quince kernels may be preserved in dryjlength of time. They prefer a lean gravelly soil, and do 
sand. To provide apple seed, procure as much fresh/not rise above 20 to 30 feet high. After these are 
pomace as may benecessary, wash the seed clean, and planted, cover them about an inch with good earth, 
when you have a sufficient quantity for your purpose, and when they have two years growth, they, as well as 
dry it well on cloths, secured from wet, afterwards|the chesnuts, may be taken up, and planted in nurse- 
put it by, in bags or bottles, well corked and labelied.jry rows. 

EWS The Juglans Regia, or European walnut, also the 
soft shelled hickory-nut, and oval shaped Illinois-nut, 
when they are to be cultivated for their fruit, you 

General Observations. should make choice of the best nuts, of the varieties 
Continue to trench and prepare the several quar-jyou wish to propagate, such as are large, thin shelled, 
ters, in which you intend to plant stocks, to graft andjand have the finest flavoured kernels ; plant them in 
bud the several sorts of fruit upon, and also for the va-jdrills three feet asunder, and the nuts to be planted 
rious other planting and sowing, that may be neces-|about six inches from one another in the rows. 
sary. The whole of the above kinds may remain in the 
Carry manure into those parts of the nursery,|seed drills, for two years, and as they are generally 
where it is wanted, and spread it upon the surface of{subject to strike down, and not to force out many late- 
the ground, round the stems of young trees ; this willjral shoots, it will be necessary, when they have had 
contribute to the preservation of their roots fromjone or two years growth, to open a small trench, close 
frosts ; the rains will wash in the salts to the roots|to each row, inthe spring, and with avery sharp 










NURSERY, FOR OCTOBER. 


When you have an opportunity of obtaining supe-lof the trees, and in spring you may dig in the ma-|spade, to cut the top roots about six or eight inches 


tiour kinds, you may take cuttings from these, and 
plant them where they are to remain for fruiting. 
Old bushes seldom produce well, after transplanting. 
Previous to planting, prune them to one clean stem, 
of ten or twelve inches, before the head is formed. 
Pruning and Prepagating Gooseberries. 

The latter part of this month, and the whole of next, 
will beavery suitable season for pruning gooseberries. 

New varieties of this valuable fruit may be obtain- 
ed by sowing seeds of the best kinds you are able to 
procure, either in this, or any of the autumn months, 
in beds, in the open ground, or in boxes of g 
earth. From these seeds the plants will rise freely 
in spring; and by the succeeding spring they may be 


nure between the respective rows. under ground, and afterwards throw back the earth. 
Propagating Trees and Shrubs by Layers. This will cause them to shoot out a number of laterals 
This month lay the various kinds of trees andjand the spring following they may be transplanted 
shrubs, which you wish to propagate in that way. |into nursery rows, to remain till finally planted out. 
This is the best season to lay elms, limes, maples,| But the European walnut will answer better to be 
most kinds of hardy forest trees, and flowering shrubs,|planted where it is to remain for fruiting. When it is 
for the moisture of the ground during winter will pre-|to be cultivated in this manner, previous to planting 
pare them for pushing out roots early in the spring. |it, dig a hole about two feet wide, and eighteen inches 
Towards the Jatter end of the month, take off suchidecp, in which place a flat stone, two feet square, 
layers of the preceding year, as are well rooted; /|then fill the hole up with good earth, plant three or 
trim their stems, and plant them in nursery rows or|four walnuts in the centre, that there may be a great- 
Isewhere. er certainty, of having one plant in the place in the 
Propagating Trees and Shrubs by Cuttings. spring. The stone is intended to compel the top 
Plant cuttings of all hardy trees and shrubs, thatjroot to put forth lateral shoots, without injuring the 










planted in nursery rows, till they shew specimens of 


will grow by this method. growth of the plant, and besides,when the top root 
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is mutilated, although the tree may flourish for a few 
years, yet when it arrives toa full size for bearing, 
it gradually decays ; but if the top root is not divert- 
ed from striking to a full depth into the soil, it will 
prove an excellent timber tree, but will not be so 
productive as a bearer. 

When oaks, chesnuts, walnuts, or hickories are plant- 
ed exclusively for their timber, it will be far prefera- 
ble to plant the acorns and nuts, when they are to 
remain for full and mature growth, as timber and for- 
est trees seldom attain to so great a magnitude, after 
thc ir top roots are cut off, and they transplanted, as 
if suffered to remain undisturbed, where the seeds 
were sown. This remark, of course, offers an ob- 
jection to the nursery culture of timber trees. 

Traneplanting Siocks to Bud or Graft on. 

Plant out into nursery rows, all the hardy kinds of 
seedling stocks, to bud and graft the different varie- 
ties of fruits upon, 

Where stocks can be had in sufficient quantities from 
seed, they are always preferable to suckers from the 
reots, but where there is a deficiency of the former, 
the latter will answer. Plant them in rows 3 feet asun 
der, and 1 foot distant from each other in the rows. 

Transplant all well rooted cuttings and layers from 
the shoots, for the purpose of raising stocks, particu- 
larly quinces and codiins, to bud and graft dwarf 
pears and apples upon, to form dwarf trees for walls 
and escaliers. 

Planting Hardy Deciduous Trees and Shrubs. 

Hardy deciduous trees and shrubs may be planted 
into nursery rows, or where th » are finally to remain, 
immediately after they have s! their foliage. 

Pruning. 

In the latter end of this month, begin to prune most 
kinds of hardy deciduous forest and fruit trees, flower- 
ing shrubs, &c. clearing their stems from latera: 
shoots, taking off suckers, and forming their heads 
in a neat manner. 

Sowing Stones of Fruit Trees. 

The stones of plums, peaches, nectarines, apricots, 
&c. may now be sown, or they may be preserved in 
sand, &c. to be planted in March. 








The accomplished Editor of the N. Y. Evening Post 
has coilected and made public the history of nume- 
rous cases, to show the efficacy of the scu_icap for 
euring the bite of mad dogs. It would seem, however, 
that after all his zeal, he has n~* entirely succeeded 
in convincing all his learned readezs in N. York. We 
know, however, that when. the fertilizing properties 
of Piaster of Paris were first proclaimed, the Docti 
and the Indocti, the learned and the vulgar, pronoun- 
eed it nothing more or less than quackery or witch- 
craft. We pray that few occasions may offer for test- 
ing the virtues of the Scullcap, on the human system; 
but we deem it a sort of duty, to record in a paper like 
this, the particulars of investigation, prompted by hu. 
manity, and pursued with so much zeal and perse- 
verance.— Ed. 

ON THE CURE OF HYDROPHOBIA. 

Hydrophobia—\ promised yesterday to resume to- 
day the subject of mad doge; but, if I had not, the case 
which I have just read from the Philadelphia papers, 
and which we re-publish this evening, would render 
some remarks at this time,on this awful and alarming 
topic, highly interesting and pertinent. This case is 
attested by two eminent physicians, and they add, 
that hydrophobia “is without the hope of a relief from 
medicine” “ we know of no cure for hydrophobia.” 
This is a frank confession, and I have scarcely a doubt, 
accords with the truth. It is a disease, which, when 
once having arrived at that pass, a8 to show itself by 
the usual symptoms in the system, baffles equally the 
skill of the most learned physician, and the nostrums 
of the boldest empyrick. But, fortunately, it is not so 
rapid in its progress, but that it may be arrested, and 
entirely counteracted and prevented, if proper means 
are seasonably resorted to, duly administered, and 

faithfully persistedin. These means nature has pro- 
vided, in the plant called the Sculicap, which grows 
almost every where in abundance, in our country. It 


name, that will answer, but that particular one, called 
in Latin, Scutellaria Latiflera, or side-bearing flower, 
and not that one called Scutellaria Galericulala, o; 
helmet-shaped. The former of these is efficacious in 
preventing this incurable disease ; the latter is not. 
A mistake in taking one for the other has sometimes 
produced fatal effects, and brought the plant into dis- 
credit at the eastward. Sometime since there was 
published in the Medical Repository, [hexade 3, vol. 
2, No. 3.j an account of this plant, with an engraving ; 
but there was an error in the text, as to the species ; 
nor was the engraving, which was after the right 
sort, sufficiently accurate to correct the mistake. — 
Of the superior merits of this invaluable plant, in 
the bite of a mad dog, as evinced in particular in- 
stances, I have not room here to give any more than a 
general outline. Dr. Vandeveer left it on record, that 
in upwards of three hundred cases, in which he sea- 
sonably administered it, the success was complete 
without a failure. Lewis asserted,that he had met with 
the like success in upwards of one hundred cases, of 
three or four of which, I was myself (happening to be 
in the county of West Chester at the time) an eye wit- 
ness. Dr. Thatcher, in his valuable Dispensary, speak- 
ing of it, says “Should this plant ultimately prove a 
successful remedy for a disease so truly deplorable in 
its nature, and so destructive in its consequences, no 
encomiums can surpass its merit even if recorded in 
letters of gold.” ‘The following is his description of it: 
“The scutellaria is perennial, of which there are 
numerous species indigenous to the United Sistes. 
The plant is found in great abundance on the banks 
and borders of ponds; flowering in July or August. 
The stem is square, branched, and attains the height 
of from one to three feet. The leaves are opposite 
narrow pointed or narrow foot stalks. The racements 
are axillary and lateral, bearing small violet coloured 
blossoms, intermixed with small leaves. The caiix is 
hooded, or helmet-formed, from whence originated 
the genera name of scull-cap or scutellaria.” This, 
however, is a description of the genera, not the spe. 
cies. 
Impressed with the deep importance it is of to the 
public, that those different species should not be con- 
founded, we have procured an engraving to be made 
by Anderson, of each of the plants. Here follows 
an engraving of the true plant. 





si not, however,every species of the plant bearing this} 








The following represents the spurious one. 





The e,e will soon detect the material distinctions 
while at the same time it will see a general resem- 
blance. 
The following is the manner in which Dr. Vande- 
veer and Mr. Lewis prepared and administered the 
remedy, as we find in Thatcher’s Dispensary. 
“‘ The leaves should be gathered when in flower, 
(July or August) carefully dried, and reduced to a 
ifine powder, and put into bottles, well corked, for 
use. When a person has received a bite by a mad 
dog, he must take of a strong infusion of the leaves 
or powder, a gill four times a day, every other day. 
The day it is omitted, he must take a spoonful of the 
flower of sulphur, in the morning, fasting, and at bed 
time, in new milk, and apply the pounded green 
herb to the wound every two hours, continuing the 
prescription for three weeks. For cattle or horses, 
three times the quantity of each.” 
Thus I have, in the shortest and plainest manner I 
am able, treated of a subject, now, particularly, in 
the highest degree interesting to the community at 
lar And I have done so in the full and unshaken 
belief in the virtue of the plant, here recommended 
to the public, and perfectly aware of the deep res- 
ponsibility I assume, in thus trying to persuade the 
patient and the physician to put life itself upon the is- 
sue. With the late benevolent Robert Bowne, whose 
letters on this subject are published at length in the 
Medical Repository, and in Thatcher’s Dispensary, I 
can with great truth declare, that my confidence in 
the virtue of this herb, is so great, that, if bitten my- 
self, 1 would trust my life to it, rather than to the 
pial of all the physicians in this city. 

NV. ¥. Evening Post, May 8. 





FROM THE SAME PAPER. 


We now redeem our promise, by giving the state- 
ment of the case of James Cann, who was bitten by a 
mad dog, and cured by the plant called Scullcap, as. 
drawn up and furnished us by his two physicians. 

“Early on Thursday morning, the 10th June, I was 
called upon by James Cann, who requested me to 
dress his right hand, which had just been bitten bya 
og, that he believed was mad. Upon examination, 
found the dog’s teeth had penetrated deep into the 
muscular part of the thumb, between its metacarpal 
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bone, and that of the fore finger, and that the skin 
was but little lacerated. From the situation and 
depth of the wound, I deemed extirpation inexpe- 
dient, and directed superficial dressings, telling him, 
at the same time, if the dog should prove to have 
been mad, he had nothing to fear, as a plant had been 
discovered (showing him a drawing of the sculleap in 
the Evening Post,) which had never been known to 
fail in such cases, when properly administered. In 
the evening I saw him again, and then advised him to 
call on Jesse Williams, the son-in-law of the late Mr. 
Lewis, of West Chester, and procure from him a 
quantity of seullcap. He did so, and obtained about 
three ounces of the dried herb, finely cut up, with 
directions to put a tea-spoonful and a half of it ina 
quart of warm water, and to drink half a pint of this 
infusion morning and night, for two successive days, 
and on the third day to omit it, and take a tea-spoon- 
ful of flour of sulphur. In this manner Williams 
directed the sculicap and sulphur to be alternately 
used for forty days; during which time, exercise 
was to be avoided, and an abstemious diet observed : 
he thought the wound required no other attention 
than simple dressings. Mr. Cann strictly followed 
the above directions, and remained free from com- 
plaint till Thursday the 17th. About noon he was 
suddenly taken ill, and sent for me. I found him 
labouring under frightful spasms of the museles of; 
the face and neck, his face was drawn towards the 
right shoulder, his head convulsively shaken, he| 
ground his teeth with violence, his eyes had a wild 
and terrific stare, and his whole aspect was appal- 
ling ; but the spasm soon subsided, and he became 
perfectly calm. Upon inquiry, I found he was first 
attacked with a shivering, then a pricking or tingling 
sensation about the parts bitten, extending over the 
hand, and running up the arm, accompanied with 
slight involuntary twitchings of the muscles‘of the 
hand and arm; to these succeeded a sense of tight- 
ness about the chest and throat; immediately after 
which followed the convulsive action of the muscles| 
of the face and neck above described. I found his 
pulse and breathing regular and natural during the 
intervals ; but when the paroxysms were approach- 
ing, they became hurried and irregular, and con- 
tinued so till the spasms had one off, when he com- 
plained of slight pain in the right breast, together 
with soreness and stiffness of the back part of the 
neck. Liquids he took without difficulty, nor did 
pouring water from one vessel to another, in his pre 
sence, produce any perceptible distress , neither did 
the sight of the surface of a polished mirror, or the 
waving of a white curtain, sensibly affect him. His 
paroxysms returned at irregular intervals of from 
five to ten minutes; their duration being from one 
to two minutes. His bowels being constipated, I 
ave him a scruple of calomel, and directed him to 

Sink his tea, (which upon inspection, I found very 
weak) as strong as it could be made; to take it 
warm, and in as large quantities, as his stomach 
would bear—using it as his only drink.* 

18th. Early in the morning, Dr. Robson saw him 
with me, and continued to see him afterwards. We 
learned that some unauthorized person had taken ten 
or twelve ounces of blood from his arm the night be- 
fore; that his cathartic had operated freely durin 
the night; he had taken largely of his tea, an 
thought himself better; the spasms, however, still 
severe, but not quite so frequent. We directed him 
to continue his tea as yesterday. 

“19. This morning we found him cheerful ; he had 
passed a tolerably good night; feels much better 
than yesterday; his spasms moderating consider- 


ably, both in violence and frequency. He still con-jregularly fed, and continued well until the 6th July 


levening, when we saw him, he had gnawed a large 


tinued his tea as before. In the afternoon a shower 
of rain fell, at sight of which, and the rippling of the 
water in the gutter, his spasm returned in quick suc- 
cession, and with more violence, than they had done 
at any other time during the day, and produced him 
such sensations, that, to use his own expression, he 
could not bear to look at it, and was obliged to turn 
away. 

** 20th. We saw him about noon; he was not so 
well; his spasms rather more frequent and severe, 
leaving him with a disagreeable feeling in his head 
and acute pain in the back of his neck. Upon in. 
quiring whether he still continued his tea, he re- 
plied, that at Williams’s direction, it was omitted for 
the purpose of taking a dose of sulphur; on which 
we immediately ordered his scullcap to be resumed, 
and not again to omit it, unless directed by us; he 
did so, and again found his spasms to subside. 

** 21st. He said he felt like a new man; his spasms 
had nearly left him; still continued the use of his 
tea as before. 

“22, He had no spasms, nor did he complain of 
any thing but weakness. We directed him to con- 
tinue in the use of the scullcap three or four weeks 
longer. 

“July 13th. We saw him; he felt no uneasiness 
whatever, and has been free from complaint ever 
since we last visited him. 

**To enable the reader to form just conclusions 
respecting the character of the above case, we will 
state the result of our inquiries and observations 
concerning the rabid state of the animal which had 
inflicted the bite. 

“The dog was young and gentle, and had never 
shown marks of ill temper, until the day before he 
bit Cann, when he snapped at, and attempted to bite 
aman, without provocation, who heretofore had been 
familiar with him. He was confined over night, but 
broke loose early the next morning, the 10th, when 
Cann, on his way to work, met him. The dog came 
trotting along, and, Cann thinks, would have gone on 
without noticing him, if he had not, when opposite, 
called him by name, and was in the act of patting 
his head, when the dog seized him by the hand, 
made two snaps_ and passed on without looking up ; 
a few yards further, he snapped at and quarrelled 
with three strange dogs; he next bit a neighbour’s 
dog, with whom he was accustomed to play, and, as 
an apprentice of his master was attempting to tie 
him with a rope, he snapped at, and tore off a part 
of his trowsers. 

** Behaviour like this, so opposite to his usual mild- 
ness, excited serious apprehensions: he was imme- 
diately tied in a wood house. While thus confined, 
he ate sparingly, but lapped water freely; he snap- 
ped at his master; was restless, howling violently, 
gnawing furiously at the door of his prison. By the 


hole through the door, in doing which, he had lace- 
rated his mouth, and broken off several of his teeth 
against the nails of the batting. At this time, after 
many attempts, he lapped a little water, and then up- 
set the vessel which contained it ; refused food, and 
snapped at the approach of his master; his eyes were 
watery and dull, sometimes closed, then suddenly 
opened, when he snapped at imaginary objects. He 
now broke his rope, and, as no one dared approach 
him to replace it, believing him mad, he was shot. 
Our next inquiry was after the dogs, which had been 
bitten by this one, but we fonud they had ali been 
destroyed, exept the one last mentioned. 

“This dog was secured the same day he was bit- 
ten, and put in a cool, airy, and dry cellar; he was 





* Mrs. Williams, the daughter of Lewis, being in- 
formed of Cann’s violent attack, sent him word, by 


his wife, that he must make his tea as strong as ley,/drink, frequently burying his nose in the water, but 
and drink it warm, and as much as he could bear—jdid not appear to swallow; he was obedient to his 


Editor Evening Pest. 


He then began to show » fas Fas of canine madness; 
the under jaw fell; his dropped from his mouth, 
when he attempted to eat; he made many efforts to 


occasionally snap at imaginary objects, in the air or 
ion the floor ; his eyes were languid and watery, and 
considerably frothy saliva was discharged from his 
mouth. In the course of the next day (the 7th) he 
was much weaker, particutarly in the hinder narts, 
producing slight staggering ; his tongue was livid 
and brown; slimy fluid was observed to run out of 
hig mouth. On the 8th, he would snap at his chain, 
orany object that touched him; he was thirsty, and 
lapped water very frequently, without being able to 
swallow any; his tongue was darker, and his debility 
increased rapidly ; he would not eat, and staggered 
very much when he attempted to walk. 

“9th. The dog appeared much weaker ; seldom 
got up, except by compulsion, and soon fell down 
again. He appeared blind in his right eye; his back 
much curved. 

10th. He was made to stand; had spasmodic 
twitchings of all his muscles; would yet snap at any 
object that touched him; towards evening he grew 
worse, and died some time in the night. 

“* The above statement of facts was drawn up for 
publication, at the request of several respectable 
gentlemen, and is submitted without remark. 

W. STILLWELL. 
BENJAMIN R. ROBSON.” 


ADDITION. 


One word in addition. With several medical gen 
tlemen, I accompanied Dr. Robson to see Mr Cann 
after his recovery, and heard him recount in person 
most of the above particulars; 1 daily saw the last 
mentioned dog, from the commencement of rabies, 
until the day before he died; and I made inquiries 
of several neighbours who were called in to witness 
Cann’s attack, and heard them confirm the descrip- 
tion above given of his appearance. I will now say, 
that if this case is judged of impartially, I think it 
presents, not indeed mathematical demonstration, 
but that degree of evidence, that must satisfy every 
candid and rational mind, of the efficacy of the plant 
in question, to prevent or to cure hydrophobia; and 
when we consider it in connection with upwards of 
the one hundred cases, that have been treated with 
similar success, by the late Mr. Lewis, of West 
Chester, aad upwards of the three hundred recorded 
by the late Dr. Vandeveer, of Rahway, (N. J.) in the 
course of a long practice, without a singte failure, ¥ 
think [{ shall not be thought asking too much, if I 
claim for it the entire confidence of the public; es- 
pecially when the faculty of medicine are driven to 
the humiliating acknowledgement, that they know of 
no remedy in the case of the bite of amad dog on 
which they can place any reliance. Dr. Moseley has 
indeed recorded several cases of successful treat- 
ment by mercury, and we are assured in a pnblica- 
tion by the late Dr. Rush, that a cure was effected by 
copious blood-letting, still it is an undeniable truth, 
that physicians of eminence have repeatedly tried 
both methods, and still found their practice unsuc- 
cessful. It is asad. truth, that the most skillful of 
the faculty attend the patient only to witness, in help- 
less commiscration, the last agonies of the most 
frightful death; totally and confessedly to prevent 
or retard its certain approach, or even to mitigate its 
horror.* 

But we may have been presented with objections, 
and are demanded to answer them before we can lay 
claim to the public credence. It is asked, fur in- 
stance how we know the dog that bit the patient was 
actually mad: and how czn we know that if he was, 
the bite would have proved fatal, if left to itself? As 





* Vide the late letter of Drs. Griffith and Sargeant, | 
republished in the Evening Post, of June 3. Their 
words are, * We know of no cure for hydronhobia; 
we know of no recoveries: but black hopeless des- 
pair stares every one in the face, who becomes the 
subject of it.” 





asterscommands; was dull and moping, but would 
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it iw an undisputed fact, that the bite of a mad dog 


Phat about eight or nine years ago, five childrenjother day, as prescribed by Dr. Thatcher. She did 


does not always take efiect, we frankly answer, welwere bitten in Rensselaer county, two in one family,|so, and the wound healed in a few days, with no un- 
do not, we cannot know either, to a certainty. Butjand three in another, by a dog which proved to be|pleasant symptoms. But, on the fifteenth day afier 
we say the nature of the case does not admit of cer-jmad. That the parents of the children, having}the bite, she felt a slight pain or itching in the part 
tainty, inthe strict sense of the word, and we alsojheard that he (Crandle) knew the plant which Lewis)bitten, which soon became a little elevated, and a 
sey, that nothing more can, in fairness, be required|used, applied to him for it. He procured it, andjcircumscribed inflamed spot, about the size of a six- 
of us, than to produce the best evidence the naturelgave them directions according to the receipt he had/pence, arose and extended over the cicatrix of one of 
of the case admits of; this is all that can be de-jreceived from Lewis. That the children took it, and|the marks of the dog’s teeth; soon afterwards she 
manded, according to the strictest rules of evidence,|never experienced any injury from their wounds./felt a fixed pain in the wrist, which extended to her 
laid down by the highest authority. To ask more,|Mr. Crandle did not go to the neighbourhood, butjelbow, and shortly increased and reached to her 
and to expect of us that we should not proceed|has understood, from the persons who applied to himjshoulder; wandering pains in her back and joints 
to act upon this species of proof, because it does|for the medicine, that this dog proved to be really|succeeded; she felt a painful and strange sensation 





not amount to the certainty of a mathematical axiom,'mad. 
would be to put a stop to human agency altogether, 


in her head, and sometimess also a giddiness, so that 


Mr. Crandle raised the plant first from seed, whichjshe could not walk straight forward. She now com- 


and reduce mankind to automatons, incapable of vo-|he received from one of Lewis’s neighbours; and plained of lassitude, with stricture and heaviness in 
jition or action. We do contend then, that it is|has since been in the habit of gathering it from fields.jher breast, accompanied with difficulty of breathing. 
enough for our purpose, that we have oflered evidence|He generally finds itin low grounds, and always|On perceiving these alarming symptoms, | concluded 


of the highest probability, and maintain, that it is|keeps it in the house. 
sufficient to warrant the conclusions we have drawn. 
May we not, at least, say, 





FROM THE SAME PAPER OF SEPT. 9. 
GS quid novieti rectine istis, Recent case of hydrophobia, cured by sculleap.—Th 


Candidus imperti ; si non his untere mecum. 


cher, whom I have not the honour personally to know, 
but who bears the eharacter of a learned physician, 
and a liberal and amiable man. 


respecting the scullcap. 


dical Repository, stating that he had used it in the credulous and ery mys yr  Seeg not appear. i 
case of a boy bitten by a mad dog, and that it had Ete aig sy : rm . se Meese de ya any 
entirely failed; on which 1 remarked, that his in- arya, ba 7 + +s : a “8 *€ yer th 
stance was not stated with sufficient particularity, to ade yeu anever that he hed © 


. Poke i f d well known symptoms of canine mad 
enable us to judge of it, in as much as it did not ap-[°O™ 0" 40 . ers . 
ae te ats outition i: done adbdieieel oa ness, and, taken in connexion with the nature of the 


whether the plant was of the genuine species; and disease, that was caused by his bite, it affords us 


his letter to me certainly implies his own doubts. In moral certainty of the fact. There will, however, 


following history of this case was received by yester- 
day’s mail, in a letter, from the physician who attend- 
‘ Hef “ ; d the patient, to Dr. Spalding, who is engaged in 
Since writing the foregoing observations, I have|® ; Bags 7 . 
had the shente to seal S hetter fom Dr. That-|PPEParing Fp pes we 1 aggha subject. 
. soles pga Aical eg h ee ‘that af ogg y oe watery fluid, and applied to it the bruised leaves of 
In his letter, he inte 88rees as to the time that usually intervenes be- 
: " en ey - 9? itween the bite and the appearance of the symptoms 
quires with great solicitude, for further information) r incipient hydrophobia.. It will, perhaps, be said, 
“ ?. ; 7 : 
I republished not long since, his letter from the Me- and it is the only thing that can be said by the in. 


that the plant had lost its virtues by age and expo- 
sure, and endeavored to procure some of recent 
growth, which fortunately I obtained, and in blos- 
som; of this | ordered a strong decoction to be taken 
immediately, in doses of half a pint each, four times 
a day, to be suspended every other day, and a table 
spoonful of flour of sulphur, in new milk, to be taken 
in its stead. For the greater precaution, I also punc- 
tured the bitten part, which discharged a little 


€ 


the plant, which I renewed once every 4 or 6 hours. 
On the 16th day symptoms were but little abated, 
and her pulse somewhat depressed ; but she had slept 
more quietly. The 17th the pain, except in ber wrist 
and head, had subsided, the bite had lost its redness, 
Mland she had slept still better. On the 18th she said 
Mshe felt quite well, excepting a little weakness. She 
€ikept the application on the wound two days longer, 
€lwhen it healed, and she ieft it off; but continued to 
take the decoction, though with diminished strength, 
three weeks longer, but has experienced no pain or 
‘unpleasant sensation since the 18th day—enjoying 
her usual good health, and going about her domes- 


the leading case now before us, if Cann had not been|?¢ found some few of the faculty, who will, with theltic labors as formerty. 


: : ; i f the Medical Repository, affect still to 
directed to increase the strength of his decoction, editor o : P TYs : 
. : «8 doubt; who, having once adopted atheory of theirlof their appearance. 
and to drink plentifully and constantly of it, without netrable to demonstration, men whose PP’ 
, +e : inds are of such a curious texture, that they readily 
been considered another cause of failure, and in alij™® - - Regeneron d me 
probability, the plant would have been brought into|yield to the improbable, and sturdily resist a degree 
entire discredit with the world. Accident alone has\°f Proof, that oe all mankind but themselves; 
prevented se great a misfortune to the human species. sae ye noth ‘a ones eg pet. geen 8 — dog- 
4 : onte of com-4.,. é' : De menag 
mon sense.—But it is time to present the abt with{"c® of every sensible and candid physician in the 


regard to the ordinary prescription, his would haye|?¥"s 476 





FROM THE 8AME PAPER OF aUGusrT 9. 


The writer of the following is personally known to 
the editor, and is a man of the first respectability. 


the case, as detailed in the following letter. 
“ Montague, ( Mass.) Aug. 22, 1819. 


COMMUNICATION. 








of it in any manner that you may judge proper. 


Joseph E. Crandle, of Kinnerhook, states, tha 
about fifieen years ago, a man by the name ofjof July last, 
Ketcham, living in Pittstown, was bit by his own dog, 


The above symptoms were noted down at the time 
Mrs. H. is by no means of a 
nervous temperament, but resolute; and she follow- 
ed my prescription with much confidence. 
lam, sir, your’s, respectfully, 
PETER. FISK.” 
The above case is recommended tothe criti¢al no. 


United States; in which number, however, let it be 
understood, I do not mean to include the editor of 
the Medical Repository; tohim [I shail shortly pay 


Dear Sir : I send you the particulars of a case that|my particular respects more at large, for an article, 
occurred in my practice, leaving it to you to dispose|in bis last rutaber, on the above subject. However 


*@may wince, he must remember he has nobody to 


Mrs. H——, belonging to this town, of a healthy|blame but himself. 2 
tlconstitution, 24 years of age, was bitter, on the Sth 
by a puppy four months old, supposed, 
by herself and her friends, to be mad. The follow- 





FROM THE ENQUIRER, OF SEPT. 14, 


early in the morning; that the dog immediately af-jing were the marks he showed of rabies: On Satur- ai a nine 


ter biting his master, bit several of his hogs andjday the 3d he refused his accustomed food, 
cattle and went off. From his conduct Ketcham sus-ed stupid and sickly, head 
pected immediately that he was mad. 

this time a family in the neighbourhood, which had/4th still refuse 
resided in West Chester, and had heard of Lewis’s|full of tears, 
remedy for hydrophobia. They advised Ketcham totough and frothy slime: he fre 
go down to him without delay. He did so, and Mrjfell down 
Crandle went with him. They arrived at Lewis,s onjed to run 


which time Ketcham complained, and thought helat objects 
felt some of the symptoms of hydrophobia. On theirlhe became fu 


Public enquiry having been much excited of late 


aah aes lanhion doonl by — publications, recommending a species of 

} kly, he , rtain remedy for hydrophobia; and 
There was atjand shewed no disposition for playfulness. On the S achaaates J 1 Whe tatien 

d to eat, his eyes were red, dull, and as that enquiry has as yet been but illy satisfied, I 

and his mouth covered with apparently 

8 quently staggered and 

; sometimes started up quick, and attempt-) 

pra gg: tag - SF see ger » os could not go straight forward; took 

¢ wound was inflicted ; byjlittle notice of any thing: towards evening snapped i 

"beh dover bathed. “ae Monday mes perty of Col. F. Poval, aged about 13 years, who, it 


rious ; Tun at every thing that came in 


have thought proper to make known the two follow- 
ing cases, in which the above plant was liberally used. 


i ga farther preamble 1 shall proceed to relate 
them. 


July the 29th, I was called to see Daniel, the pro- 


was stated to me, had been bitten about 20 hours be- 








arrival at Lewis’s, Ketci:am immediately commencedjhis way, and attempted to bite; at length actually Sen tt atiite fon 


taking his medicine, and took a supply of it with bim.|did bite the lady above mentioned, on the ball of the ain rene San Se nak Rose Littne bs Sait sende- 


He continued taking a strong decoction, as 


when he took a dose of sulphur. 


become mad and were killed. 





. re-thumb, making four incisions th h the skin. 
acribed, for forty days, omitting it every other } ‘ 3 ay « footage 


e That Ketcham 
_ staid three or four days at his brother’s, in Dutches 
county, on his return from Lewis’s, that, in the meanjable to 


time, the hogs and cattle, which had been bitten, had|been gathered two years before, and laid e 








ms “aye oneers on - = side of his body, between 
a , : the lowes¢ short rib and the spine of the illium. He 
then immediately killed. On the same day she/stated that, while playing with the dog on the prece- 
t for me, and 1 advised the immediate use of thelding evening, the latter was taken with something 
ull-eap; but, not having any on hand, I was onlyllike a fit, and bit him in the above described manner, 
procure some of another person, which had|without having shown any symptoms of previous ill 
xposed tOlnature. Upon examining the dog, I found him lying 


veiteveryjon the right side, tongue out, breathing with con- 


the open air, ina box; with directions to gi 
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siderable difficulty, bis back curved forwards very 
much ; at intervals of five or ten minutes, he would 
attempt to rise and bite at every thing within his 
reach; he died during the night. -Being informed 
that two hogs had been bitten by him, I ordered them 
into immediate confinement. The b:tes being nume- 
rous, and some time having elapsed since their in- 


fliction, I applied lunar caustic to them very liberal- 


ly, and over that laid a dressing of Epispastic un- 
guent. 

July 30. Upon visiting Daniel to day, I was re- 
quested to see Griffin, aged about 15, the property 
of Mr. James Brander. Upon questioning him, he 
gave me the following account : that about 45 hours 
before, the same dog, alluded to above, came to him, 
gently bit off or nibbled the scab from a sore, on the 
first joint of his thumb, licked it for some time, and 
then left him. As both of the above patients were 
treated in the same manner, I have united the de- 
scription of their cases. Wishing, if possible, to 
make atrial of the Scutellaria, which had been much 
extolled as a cure for hydrophobia, I endeavored to 
procure some; but every species gathered in this 
neighbourhood proved to be either the Scutellaria 
Integrifolia or Pilosa; orders were immediately sent 
to New York for a supply of the Suteilaria Laterifiora. 

August Ist. This day I removed the eschar, caused 
by the caustic, from both patients, and scattered 
emetic tartar freely over the clean surfaces of the 
sores. I may here observe, that [found this article 
superior to any other which I have ever tried, as an 
irritant, in keeping up continued ulceration. The 
above treatment was daily repeated, until the eighth, 
when each one took a dose of salts. 


August 10th. Having, through the politeness of 


Mr. Fitzwhylsonn, of Richmond, received a supply 
of the Scutellaria Lateriflora, I commenced the use 
of it, in form of decoction, made in the following 


manner; to one ounce of the dried plant I put one 


quart of water, and having boiled it 25 minutes, the 
boys were ordered to take one gill three times a day. 


11. This day the dose, of the above medicine, was 
increased to one pint and a half during the day ; the 
sores still very much inflamed, from the application 


of emetic tartar, which had been repeated daily. 


15. This day both of the hogs seem to be very much 
affected: one of them lies on his side, having con- 
vulsive twitchings in the fore-leg and jaw, repeated 
at intervals ; the other one is violently affected with 
general convulsions, which may be increased by fan- 


ning her or throwing water upon her. 
17. This day both of the hogs died. 
23. The decoction increased to one quart a day, t« 


each; the applications of the caustic entirely sus- 


nded 


28. The boys still in perfect health; this being the 
thirty-first day since they were bitten ; still taking a 


quart each day. 


Sept. 7, Forty-one days have now elapsed since 
they came under my care; although I consider them 
as nearly out of all danger, yet 1 have advised a con- 


tinuance of the medicine a few days longer. 


Having related the treatment and issue of the above 


cases, 1 shall now endeavor to anticipate and satisfy 


some of the enquiries which, I believe will arise in 
the mind of every man who may read them. As to 
the dog’s having been mad, I think there cannot be 
the least shadow of doubt; and, when we take it into 
consideration that one of the hogs which died mad, 
was bitten only in the ear, and one of the boys was 
bitten in ten different places, every one will admit 
that the canine virus must have had as good, if not a 
better, opportunity of affecting the latter than the 
When we take it into consideration, also, 
that every thing which the dog bit but those boys, 
died with hydrophobia, (although nothing was bitten 
so badly as one of the latter,) 1 think we may safely 
draw the conclusion, that the virus was not only ab. 
sorbed into their systems, but that they would have 


former. 


been affected with disease had it not been prevented 


Which, then, of the remedies enumerated above, 


could have counteracted the morbid effects of the 
poison? Was it the caustic? I think not; for many 
hours had elapsed between the infliction of the bite 
and the application of the caustic ; and even when it 
is applied immediately upon the reception of a wound, 
it ig agreed on by most respectable physicians, that 
it will not succeed in preventing the disease. 

Our next enquiry.is naturally directed, in the next, 
place, to the Scutellaria: could that have succeeded) 
in preventing the infection? To this question | know 
the advocates for the virtues of this plant will unhe- 
sitatingly answer yes; but it behoves us to possess 
asufficient degree of scepticism, to prevent the too 
ready acceptation of the numerous remedies, which 
are daily presented to the public by the dupes of 
prejudice or ignorance. But may not this scepticism 
be carried too far? As regards the subject at present 
under consideration, Iam persuaded that, it at least 
merits a further trial than the ephemeral notice, 
which is generally bestowed on remedies of this kind. 
in favor of the Scutellaria it may be advanced, that 
the most simpie =< seemingly inert vegetable suc- 
ceed in curing the most virulent animal poisons. 
Witness the decided effect of such remedies in the 
hands of the Indians, in curing the bite of a rattle- 
snake ; the principal of which, I believe, is a species 
of the Collinsonia. It will, L hope, be plainly inferred 
from what I have advanced, that it is not my object 
to assert an entire belief in the Scutellaria, as a spe- 
cific; but to excite a further enquiry, and remove 
that apathy which is too often, perhaps, the cause of 
failure in remedies which might otherwise prove use- 
ful. One word with respect to the plant. One spe- 
cies only is said to be usetw—the Scutellaria Lateri- 
flora. As there are three species growing in this 
neighbourhood, this may be easily confounded with 
the others. ‘The only specimen of this particular 
species, which f have seen gathered in this state, came 
from Powhatan; the species mistaken for it in this 
neighborhood, is, I believe, the Scutellaria Integrifo- 
lia and Pilosa. 

To conclude, let it not be supposed, that i would 
advise a neglect of the only certain preventative of this 
dreadful complaint, viz: the immediate extirpation of 
the bitten part with a knife. The virtues of the Scu- 
tellaria.can be testee safely only in such cases, where 
this important preventative has been neglected, or, 
from peculiar circumstances, could not be applied, 


of all efforts of human skill.” 
introductory chapter thus: 

“ The specific nature and constitution of the subtle 
und refined poison of rabid animals, has hitherto 
eluded the most critical researches. It is equally in- 
tactible out of our sight and out of our knowledge. 
We are permitted to Know it only by its calamitous 
effects, and in these we recognize its pre-eminent 
power and unrivalled malignity. An investigation of 
its abstruse properties, and a solution of the intricate 
phenomena, which marks its operation, constitute a 
theme for the exercise of talents and ingenuity. ‘That 
the history and pathology of this singular disease have 
never been clearly understood and illustrated, is ap- 
parent from the various and contradictory opinions o{ 
systematic writers, and want of uniformity among 
physicians. : 

“ Several causes have conspired to perpetuate igno- 
rance and error, relative to this intrinsic subject. One 


And he concludes his 


of which is a culpable disposition in authors and 
others to adopt and copy the doctrines and even the 
oral traditions from one another, without due exami 


nation; as if to add darkness to their own unintelli- 
gible mysteries. But the alarming prevalence of this 


evil has created a new and lively interest, stimulating 


to a laudable emulation in the investigation of its na- 
ture and treatment. Many important facts abstract- 
ed from vague speculation, are yet in reserve, to be 
unfolded by the joint efforts of the experimentalist - 
and philosophical physicians. 

** It not is a task that devolves on a single individu- 
al, but demands the combined exertions of all. 

“* Great indeed is the labour; rich and honourable 
will be the harvest of reward. The field of experi- 
ment is yet exhaustless; let us unite our endeavours, 


and resolve to give it another and more assiduous 


gleaning: nor cease to explore its recesses, until the 
hidden treasure shall be discovered; and he whose 
hand shall pluck this laurel, will have achieved an 
object of universal interest, and rival a Jenner in ce- 
lebrity.” 

With what pleasure do I learn, that the Scutellaria 
has attracted the notice of some of the most respect- 
able physicians throughout the United Siates; Some 


of them have sent to New York for the plant, with a 


view to administer it, and I hope they will consider 
it due to the cause of truth and humanity, to make 
known the result, either by letter to myself, or by 





Until this has been fairly established, the use of the 
knife must retain its acknowledged superiority over 
every other remedy, from the compound farrago of; 
almanac receipts to the simple calcareous stone, pulm- 
ed uponus by the superior cunning of the East Indi | 
an Jugglers. WM. G. NICE, | 
Manchester.! 

Pr. S. [have a supply of the genuine plaat, which) 
will be forwarded to any physician, who may have a 
suitable opportunity ef testing its virtues. 





Remarks.—If this candid and respectable physician 
can mention any one individual case of cure, by ex- 
cision of the bitten part, and by caustic, I will thank 
him todo so. Dr. Nice certainly does admit that the 
dog was mad, that there is the highest probability, 
that the boys would have been affected with the hy- 
drophobia, had it not been prevented, and that “‘it is 
agreed by the most respectable physicians, that caus- 
tic will not succed in preventing it.’’ The inference, 
then, although not drawn by him in words, I must 
consider irresistable. 

A word here on the vaunted “ regular practice,” or 
as itis called by the Editors of the Medical Reposito. 
ry, the “ Legitimate Practice.” 

Doctor Thatcher, in his “ Observations on Hydro- 
phobia,” the latest work on the subject that has ap- 
peared, says, “ It is indeed a melancholy truth, that 
this monstrous hydra, this destroyer of mankind, has 
not yet been vanquished ; and its ravages are equally 
a reproach to medicine and a scourge to our race 
Alas! hydrophobia, like “ the pestilence that walketi: 








years since, by a lady of distinction in Virginia. 


probably been lost. 
after all; but it would be very extraordinary if it did 
as it is a fact that will be stated in Dr. Spalding’s com- 
pilation, which is to appear in a few days; that more 
than one thousand cases have been attended with 
complete success. Can you you say as much, Messrs. 
Editors of the Medical Repository, or a fiftieth part 
as much, in favour of any “ legitimate practice,” ever 
yet known to the faculty ? Magna est veritas et pre- 
valedit. 


means of the publick prints. If it possesses not the 


Virtue I ascribe to it, let the failure be immediately 


made known; if, onthe contrary, every trial continues 
to be attended with success, as has hitherto been the 
case in this quarter, can the knowledge of such a bless- 
ing be too extensively circulated ? 

i certainly do entertain the hope and belief, that the 
wishes of the learned and benevolent Doctor Thatch- 


er are at length accomplished in the discovery of this 


antidote. We trace this plant with certainty no far- 


ther than-to Dr. Lawrence Vandeveer, of New Jersey; 


but a respectabie aged lady of New York, says she 
remembers to have heard its virtues spoken of many 
The 
name and the residence of the real discoverer has 
I do not assert it may not fail, 


LE. Post. 





Internal Improvement... 


FROM THE NEW YORK COLUMBIAN. 
Selections from manuscripts transmitted to the 





in darkness,’ still displays its superiorty, in defiance 


New York Corresponding Association for the 
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promotion of Internal Improvement, communi- 
cated for the Columbian by the committee of pub- 
lication. 


The history of the disease called the Roz in 
the growing Cotton-plant of Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Alabama ; and the expedient of 
avoiding that great calamity, by a change of 
seed, procured from the southern hemisphere— 
in a letter from the hon. George M. Troup. late 
senator in the congress of the U.S. to Samuel 
L. Mitchill, dated Dublin, Laurens county. Geor- 
gia, Aug. 18, 1819. 

Read before the New-York Corresponding 
Association, for promoting internal improve- 
ment, &c. 

Dear Sir—Your labors are so various and in- 
cessant, I am almost ashamed to avail myself of 
the privilege of an old acquaintance, to ask a fa- 
vor of you. 

Some of your merchants trade to the Brazils 
and through the politeness of one of them you 
raay be able to procure for me two or three casks 
of the cotton seed of that country, selected from 
a good crop and delivered here before spring. 
The expenses will be defrayed by drawing on 
Messrs. Campbell and Cumming of Savannah, 
at sight. 

You know the rapid strides with which, by 
the demand for their great staple since the late 
war, the southern states have been advancing to 
opulence—and you will conjecture that the lux- 
ury and extravagance which commonly attend 
them almost every where, have not failed to ac- 
company them here. It was in the full career 
of accumulation and amassment on the one hand, 
and of speculation and wasteful expenditure on 
the other, that the storm which now agitates the 
commercial world, overtook us—cotton fell at 
once—has continued to fall, and there is no cal- 
culating at what point of depreciation it will stop. 
A sudden depression, therefore, of something 
like 50 per cent. below its highest price, of the 
produce on which we placed our chief depen- 
dence for raising money, would of itself, have 
made us participators of the prevailing distress— 
but the evil to which the cotton plant has been 
exposed in Georgia for three years, in Louisiana 
and Mississippi far more, by diminishing its pro- 
duct on particular farms 1-3 1-2 2-3ds, and in 
some instances I believe 3-4ths greatly aggra- 
vates our share of it, and may be said to make 
it peculiar.* This evil (very appropriately 
called the Kot) made its appearance in Georgia 
for the first time, I think, in the year 1817, was 
much more destructive last year, and this year ; 
in many situations, threatens the destruction of 
the entire crop. Its advances seem to be east- 
wardly, as we first heard of it in Louisiana, and 

* From the combined operation of these two caus- 
es, it is not improbable that the exports of Georgia, 
which in 1817 and 1818, amounted to something like 
eleven millions of dollars, may this year fall sho:t of 
three. The crop of last year fell short of the preced- 
ing by about 20,000 bales in the 100,000, or 1-Sth, 
notwithstanding the cultivation has been considera- 
bly extended. Heretofore, the high price has com- 
pensated the deficiency. This year, depriciation and 
deficiency work together. 


afterwards in Alabama, It has not yet done 
mischief to the sea-board planter, but if the va- 
riety of the plant which he cultivates, does not 
exempt him he has good reason to dread its ap- 
proach. It has given rise, as you may imagine, 
tomuch of theory and speculation here—some 
referring its origin to a winged insect perforat- 
ing the exterior coat of the bowl—others to a 
disease of the plant itself; both sides have their 
reasons and authorities—among the latter, the 
one most frequently resorted to on the one side 
is that of our old friend the late governor Mil- 
ledge, who seems to have satisfied himself the 
disease proceeded from the fly. The observa- 
tions which led to this conclusion I have nevei 
heard. The general fact is, however, of some 
importance, as he was a man of close investiga- 
tion, had studied the history of the plant and had 
watched its progress in this country from its first 
introduction to the time of his decease. Nothing 
subtracts so much from the weight of his autho- 
rity as the circumstance of his observations 
having been confined to a very short period, and 
within a limited sphere, the rot then making its 
appearance for the first time, and exhibiting 
itself put partially. The more general opinion 
since, seems to be that the disease is of the plant 
itself, and probably having its origin in the seed. 
It may be satisfactory to you to have an account of 
its first appearance, its progress and termina- 
tion—TI give it to you the more cheerfully as itis 
by no means impossible, we may be indebted for 
useful discoveries in relation to it, to the science 
and illumination of New York. 


The first indication is seen ina small circular 
spot on the outside of the bowl, exhibiting a 
darker green than the circumjacent parts, as if 
a globule of water had droped upon it and been 
absorbed. Many of these are frequently seen at 
the same time on the same bowl. They spread 
themselves sometimes faster, sometimes slower, 
as if influenced either by the state of the atmos- 
phere, or condition of the plant ; changing color 
as they progress, until they assume a dark brown 
approaching to black, and until the whole exte- 
rior is affected in like manner, or until it re- 
ceives from some cause a sudden check, and 
then this appearance is only partial. In the first 
case, the disease has penetrated to the centre of 
the fruit, the fermentation is complete and uni- 
versal, and is seen in a frothy white liquid, 
thrown out on the surface—Putrefaction follows, 
and the destruction of the seed and immature 
wool being finished, nothing is left but the rind 
or exterior coating of the bowl, which exhausted 
of its juices, hardens and turns black, and thus 
terminates the process. In the other case, (that 
of suddenly checked disease) the interior of the 
bowl, insome instances, remains unhurt—in 
others, is only partially injured, and in this last 
case, the pods remaining unhurt, may mature 
and expand. This, however, rarely happens, 
as the disease is wonderfully capricious, going 
and coming unaccountably—attacking at one 
time with more, at another with less violence ; 
so that the fruit which escapes entire destruction 
on the first attack, may fall victim to the se 

cond-~Nor is this capriciousness justly attribu- 





table to changes in the atmosphere; its origin 
even dves not seem to have any connexion with 
weather. The year 1817, when rot first ap- 
peared, was one of remarkable wet. The yéar 
1818, one of remarkable drought. The rot in 
'818, was both more general and more destruc- 
tive than that of 1817. In 1819 which hasbeen 
as the planters say, a seasonable year, there is 
more rot discoverable than at the same time of 
any preceding year, and there is every probabi- 
lity that it will be both more general and more 
destructive. In the same season too, according 
to my observation, it is in no degree influenced 
by it—for instance, this year it showed itself in 
my neighbourhood in the most alarming manner 
for the first time, when the corn and cotton had 
begun to suffer from a dry spell of two or three 
weeks. I have known it to stop for a considera- 
ble time in very wet weather, and to recom- 
mence its progress after the rains had ceased. 
It is earlier in its appearance this year than be- 
fore, and I believe earlier the last year than the 
preceding. This disease attacking at different 
times with different degrees of violence, I will 
not hazard the assertion, that its cause is uni- 
formly distinguished by the same appearances. 
The first indication in very many cases is, a dark 
brown or black spot on the bow!—in others, the 
whole exterior of the bow] seems to have passed 
lat the same time from the green to the dark 
brown, and is saturated with moisture, and whilst 
it is evidently suffering the process of fermenta- 
tion, will open and deliver the wool uninjured. 
It is the same disease, exhibiting different fea- 
tures as it rages with greater or less degree of 
acrimony—It attacks the bowl in every stage 
from the first formation to that stage of its per- 
fection which immediately precedes develope- 
ment. 

I think I have shown you, by this summary of 
facts, that neither its origin or progress is re- 
ferable to weather. You will be satisfied that 
soil has no connexion with either. It has visited 
all varieties of soil and treated allalike. I do 
not mean that every plantation, or that every 
district of country, shared, in equal degree, the 
evils of this visitation. Some have escaped with 
more or less injury ; but I am inclined to think 
that these who have escaped with least, will 
have their turn. The mode of cultivation makes 
no difference. There are two modes, the close 
and the thick-set. he last has become fash- 
ionable of late ; but I have seen the isolated plant 
and the one environed by the branches and over- 
shadowed by the top of its neighbours, equally 
affiicted. This inveterate destroyer of one kind 
of the vegetable kingdom, unlike the ancient de- 
stroyer of one species of the animal, spares not 
the humble nor the proud—the dwarf and the 
giant are equally his prey—the plant which has 
energy enough to blossom and «levelope one fruit, 
or the more sturdy stalk loaded with his hun- 
dred bowls. x 

I think you will conclude from the foregoing 
statement that rain or sunshine—hAill or dale— 
soil, whatever the predominant earth-~cultiva- 
tion whatever the mode, stop not his march 
We recur, therefore, to the existing controversy. 
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Is insect or constitutional disorder of the plant, 
the cause of rot? If insect, would they not be 
seen in great numbers and where their ravages 
are greatest ? I have examined fields most injur- 
ed by rot, and could never make any discovery 
of them—besides, the year of drought is the 
year of insect—the rot made its appearance in 
a year of we/—since that, it seems not to have 
been affected by either wet or drought. 

What think you of the following theory? Ve- 
getable, like the animal creation, is subject to 
its periods, regular or irregular, of sickness and 
decay—no vegetable has been exempt—with 
many as with fruit trees, disease attacks sud- 
denly and violently in some instances—in others 
imperceptibly and gradually—in both, the doctor 
has sometimes effected a cure—in others, in 
despite of all prescription, the disease has ter- 
minated in decay and death. In our cultivation of 
our garden vegetables we can avoid deterioration 
only by changing seed. Those which contribute 
Chiefly to the sustenance of man, and which oc- 
cupy the labours of the husbandman require 
periodical change or crossing to save them from 
sickness and degeneracy. In England when the 
blast has fastened upon the corn crop generally, 
the only cases of exemption have been those in 
which by accident, experience, or experiment, 
the change or crossing had adopted.* 

May it not be well, therefore, in this dark ard 
doubtful stage of the controversy, to make trial 
of change of seed ? not of the same variety drawn 
from a distance, which might of itself ke useful ; 
but of different variety which either alone or in 
commixture with other seed would extripate an 
evil. as yet a growing one, which exhausts our 
resources faster than war, and which if it pro- 
gresses for a few years tocome in the same ratio 
as the past, will leave us little more than the 
necessary food and raiment and shelter. 

The Indies and South America, pushed us 
out of the indigo market, and we never think to 
reestablish ourselves there ; the cultivation of 
sugar is too precarious as a general! one for the 
cotton country. We cannot suds/‘tu/e our staple 
therefore, and the only alternative left us is to pre 
serve it. We can do so in defiance of India, 
provided, we can crush this vegetable monster, 
who is working to our ruin with more heads 
than the Hydra, and with more arms than 
Briareus. 

I trouble you with this commission the less re- 
luctantly, because no state in the union is more 
interested (excepting only the cotton raising 
states themselves) than that of which you are a 
distinguished citizen. There is scarcely an art, 
trade, or profession, practised \n your great 


metropolis which is not directly, or indirectly, 


concerned in the prosperity of thg cotton trade. 
Your merchants could not empfy themselves 
better than in efforts to restor? it-—-their pa- 
triotism will prompt them—they| will not suffer 
to come to nothing, so far as depends upon them 
@ great staple of the country nearly equal in value 


its annual transportation 60,000 tons of shipping 
and 4000 seamen, and if they find freights low 
at Rio Janeiro, they may turn a profit in bring- 
ing a few thousand bushels of choice seed to 
Savannah and Charleston. Should the jealously 
of the Portuguese government (not to be expect- 
ed) interpose difficulties, our minister there, who 


moving them. 

The experiment will be decisive. If the evil 
originate with fly, the insect will pierce, without 
distinction, the Georgia and Brazilian plant. If 
in any other cause, the chances are more than 
equal that, the stranger will escape. 

I am, dear sir, with great respect and esteem. 

G. M. TROUP. 


is known to both of us, will take pleasure in re-| 


fences are among the first and most important con- 
siderations in their improvements; for as they are the 
best promoters of peace, and good will among neigh 

bours who keep unruly cattle, so they are equally the 
best preservatives of the crops, which have been for- 
warded and matured by the sweat and toil of the anx- 
ious husbandman. When the farmer knows that this 
saving labour machine, a man and a boy, with the as- 
sistance of a horse, can completely bore 500 posts in 
a day; or one, twoor three, in less than half a minute, 
no matter how hard, or crooked the wood may be, 
surely he will be anxious to become the possessor of 
so valuable an article, especially when it can be pro- 
cured for about 20 dollars. The whole construction 
in itself is very simple, and causes us much to won- 
der, that it has never before been thought of. Mr. 
Corbett has applied for a patent, and we heartily wish 
him that success and remuneration, which such use- 
ful ingenuity merits, and to further this view, we 





governor Milledge, as the fact that the rot appears 
to proceed from extraneous cause, beginning on the 
outside of the bowl and penetrating inwardly—but 
why should the insect intermit its destructive labours? 
Is it because the fly is short lived, and that the inter- 
val connecting two generations is filled by the chry 


to itself and to every thing else 10,000¢imes the quan- 
tity it imbibes. Besides, the rind which near maturity 
is too thick, and its texture too close to be penetrated 
by any than a fly of large body, armed with a strong 
and sharp proboscis, and such a fly could not pas 
unnoticed by the most superficial observer; the 
puncture of the rind, by a pin or needle, produces no 
rot—we are to presume, therefore, that a most acrid 
and subtle poison is ejected from the proboscis—if so, 
the effects ought to be uniform and we know them not 
to be so. I have endeavoured to be correct in my 
statement of the progress of this evil, and to assure 
myself that I had been guilty of no material errour 
or omitted any important fact. 1 have read it to my 
brother, Mr. Robert Troup, who is an experienced 
planter, and who had paid mich attention ‘o the sub. 
jject—he says his observations correspond with mine, 
[ do not believe that in the West Indies the cotton 
plant has ever been attacked by the rot. 

P. S. If the seed could be procured from any of the 
districts south of Rio, as in latitude 30 or 32, so much 
the better—though not very :mportant. 

G. M. T. 


September 22, 1819. 
Dear Sir—In my first, which was hastily penned, 
I fear I might rot have been sufficiently explicit on 
that part of the subject, which reiates tothe climate, 


Note—Nothing so firmly sustains the inference of 














hope our professional brethren will notice this para- 

graph in such a way, as their inclination, and friend- 

ship for useful improvements may prompt them. 
(Oracle of Dauphin. 


We rejoice to hear of any invention, that give a 
hope of seeing the present expensive and laborious 
system of dead wood worm fences superceded; they 


salis? Is it to extract the juice as nourishment? [ook ugly, occupy much ground, catch a great deal 
think not—there is too much of wasteful destruction of water, of course rot speedily, and require to be 
to consist with the order of nature, it renders useless{requently righted up, and altogether renewed.--Ed. 





Occasional Extract. 


New York, October 5, 1819. 
J.S. SKINNER, C3Q. 

Dear Sir,—As the progress of the great Western 
Canal must be interesting to you, and to the enlight- 
ned patrons of your excellent publick journal, | have 
the pleasure to inform you, that this vast work ad- 
vances with a rapidity that astonishes its warmest 
advocates The foliowing facts have just been com- 
municated to me, by a distinguished gentlemen who 
belongs to the board of Canal Commissioners. 

The Canal trom the aqueduct across Wood creek, 
all through the swamp souch of Rome, and for seven 
miles east of said aqueduct, is now complete, and has 
water in it fii for transportation. Itis very certain 
that in three or four weeks, water will be let into the 
canal from Utica to Oneida Creek. There are boats 
building at several points of the Canal line, some of 
which will be soon plying in it. And although the 
operations have been much interrupted by sickness, 
from Salina westward, there is full confidence that 
ihis season will not pass away, until the whole mid- 
die section ot the greatest canal in the world is fin- 
ished and filled with vehicles of conveyance. The 


or region, from which the seed may be drawn. Lamjcompletion of this section, will give us nearly four 
convinced, that the Pernambuco seed will not an-jhundred miles of water transportation into the inte- 
swer—probably even that of San Salvador would not.frior of our state, when we view. its connexion with 


It would require long time and great care to natural. 
ize either I know not how far south the cotton cul- 
tivation has been carried in that country, but the 
general idea was, to procure seed, if possible, from 
a latitude approximating to our own. It was suppo- 
sed that 20 or 23 might answer, and therefore Ja- 
neiro was named as the most convenient port. Ex- 
cuse the trouble I give you, and believe me, very re- 
spectfully and sincerely, 

G. M. TROUP, 


——<x 


POST BORING MACHINE. 
We have been lately much gratified in viewing 4 





in its best years toone half of the, whole amount 
of our domestic produce exported, employing in 





but change of field does not prevent rot ip cotton. 





ihe indigo plant requires annual change of field [ful invention could scarcely be introduced to the pub 


newly invented machine by Mr. James Corbett, of 
Hanover township, in this.county for boring posts for 
fences. We are decidedly of opinion that a more use- 





the Mohawk and Hudson. 

The surveys will be ready to enable the commis- 
sioners to determine on the route of the western sec - 
tion, by the middle of this month, when a meeting 
will be held for that and other importan’ purposes. 

The northern Canal, connecting Lake Champlain 
with the Hudson, is progressing under favourable au- 
spices. Gov. Clinton, the president of the Board of 
Canal Commissioners, has passed the whole jength 
of the line of the western canal this season, and is now 
about visiting our northern works. It is confidently 
expected, that the northern canal will be completed 
in the month of November next, although some acci- 
dents have produced unexpected deiay. 

Our Agricultural societies are producing great and 
vigorous efforts in the interior, and under the protect- 
ing aid of our Board of Agriculture, will present a 
new era in the most vital branch of human industry, 
We will be great, independent, and happy, in propor- 





ick; for it is well known to all farmers, that good 


tion as we Cultivate the svil, and. rely on the avails of 
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productive labour. We advance to national power|v 
grandeur, while the light of ages brightens up ourja 


ance. The very extensive circulation of this paper 
mong landed men throughout the United States, 


paths, and the philosophy of civil history, illumines,| makes it an eligible medium for giving such publick 
and counsels. Agriculture and manufactures are the|notices, and one publication is as good as forty, unles 
two great sources of wealth, on which the Americanjin cases where the law prescribes a greater number of 


people must ultimately depend. 
With great respect and esteem, 


times. 


_|(the only one counted) contained 62 grains. 


UNEXAMPMED PRODUCT. 


It is asserted, that on the Farm of Samuel Cope, 
in Fastbradford, Chester County, Pennsylvania, there 
was found this season, a root of wheat, which produ- 
ced 102 stalks, and all well headed. One of the rw 
If the 








CHAS. G. HAINES. 


Wes WAIBMNER. 


BALTIMORE; FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1819, 














The proceedings of the’ Agricultural Society of St-|' 
Mary’s County, communicated by order of said Socie-|! 
ty, for publication in the American Farmer, have been 
received, and will probably appear in our next num- 
ber. Also a communication from a highly esteemed|t 
correspondent, on the construction of carriage wheels. |‘ 

It was not until after the paper was made up, that}! 
the Editor knew that it did not contain the next num- 
ber on “ Domestick Inpustry” 
the series to be interrupted. 





Present Prices of Country Produce in this Market. 

Four, from the wagons, $5 50 to 62.— Whiskey, 
38 to 40 cents per gallon.—Ked Wheat, $1 12—White 
Wheat,’ free from garlick, $1 15 to 1 20.—Corn, 62 
cents.—Rye, 60 to 62 cents.—Oats, 45 to 50 cents — 
Irish Potatoes, by the quantity, 60 cents.—Sweet Po- 
tatoes, 65 cents.—Turnips, by the cart load at market, 
30 to 374 cents per bushel.—Geese, 75 cents to $1.— 
other fowls, and butchers’ meat, as per last report.— 
Hay, $18.—Straw, $12. 





Extract of a letter toa Commercial House in this town, 
dated, Bremen, Aug. 19. 

Maryland Tobacco keeps up steadily. Virginia and 
Kentucky may be considered somewhat higher. A 
mixed parcel of the latter averaged in auction yester- 
day 7 7-8 grs. which is 4 gr. better than last week. — 
Stems are more saleable. 

Comparative statement of the imports and sales of 
American tobacco at Bremen, in the first quarters of, 
the years 1818 and 1819, in hogsheads. 








From the New Hampshire Patriot. 


Messrs. Hill & Moore, 


The old song of “* Hard Times” is sung with in- 


creased fervour at this time, when the earth yields an 
uncommon supply both for man and beast. Could 
not the tune of “ Hard Times” be easily altered to the 
more endearing sound of ‘* Hard Cash, 


if the follow- 
ng protest were strictly adhered to by all those, who 


are in the habit of tipping the glass twice too often? 
In my opinion, those who are now idling away their 


ime in the streets and grog shops, singing the song 


of “Hard Times,” would be much more respected, 


f they would content themselves at home, with their 


wives and children,'chanting the tune of “* Hard Cash” 
We did not wishone equally as well beloved by all. Then would the 
farmer and mechanic, with Temperence, Industry, 
Frugality and Economy, by his side, thrive as did our 
forefathers, when one gallon of rum would last them 
through the haying. 


other heads were as well filled, the product must have 
been upwards of 9000 grains of wheat from a single 
root. = 


—— — J 


TO FINE OR CLARIFY BEER IN TWENTY FOUR 
HOURS. ‘ 
Put in a piece of soft chalk, burnt, about the big- 
ness of two hen’s eggs, which will disturb the liquor 
and cause it afterwards to be fine, and draw off brisk 
to the last, though it be flat before. 





PETER PUFF, AUCTIONEER, 


Dyer, and Man Milliner—mends Clocks, and makes 
Wigs; tunes Piano-Fortes, and Cuts Corns; Man- 
midwife and Horse-shoer; Bellows-maker, and teach- 





PROTEST. 


«I protest no more I'll get drunk— 
*Tis the curse and the plague of my life ; 

It ruins my credit, my health, and my purse, 

My peace and my comfort—and what is still worse, 
It vexes and angers my wife! 


‘I protest that no more Ill get drunk— 
It torments and embitters my life ; 

To ruin ’twould hurry its vot’ry headlong; 

And reason declares that I’m quite in the wrong, 
And so do the tears of my wife. 


‘«I protest that no more I'll get drunk— 
Nor lead such a wretched, vile life ; 
Its attendants are poverty, shame, and disgrace— 
Disease and despair, stare me hard in the face, 
And so does my heart-broxen wife. 


** ] protest that no more Pll get drunk— 
’Tis the worst of all evils in life; 
Tis the curse of all curses, of mischief the worst ; 
’Tis the plague of all plagues, ’tis a demon accurst; 
No wonder loud chides my poor wife. 
«I protest that no more I'll get drunk, 
For J find it the bane of my life; 
Henceforth I’ll be watchful that nought shall destroy 
That comfort and peace that I ought to enjoy 
In my children, my home, and my wife.” 


Now the difference is, one gallon of rum would last 


2765 pay haying in former days; but now one gallon 

is thought little enough per day for four hands. Alas! 
how great the difference—how “ Hard the Times !” 
The mechanic likewise cries, ‘‘ Hard Times ;” but let 


ler of Psalmody; has a Diploma from Gretna-Green, 
and another from the University of Aberdeen ; attends 
at all times, to unite the votaries of Hymen and ino- 
culate children, or bleed horses; rings pigs’ noses, 
and the parish bells. 

N. B. Second-hand Coffins made and repaired. 


PET ER PUFF HAS FOR SALE, 
As Follow :-— 


For some Popular Orators Halters. 
Hen-pecked Husbands Patience. 
Old Maids Husbands of all sorts. 
Dandies Wives old & ugly, with money. 
Married Persons Divorces. 
A Good Wife, with a Halter; warranted in every 
respect 
A Seat in St. George’s Church, Cheap; along time 
ion hands. 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY, 


A Private Box at the Theatre—a High Price wil be 
given. 
(Jrish Paper. 





DUNSTABLE vs. LEGHORN. 


Ye fair ones! don’t at Fashion’s law, 
For Leghorn bonnets quit the straw ! 





1818. Vir. <9 Kn. Md. Total. 
Stock from 1817, 615 1195 1810 
Imports to Aug. 1, 2735 1090 $625 

Total, 3150 2285 5435 
Sales to August, 1640 1920 3560 
On hand August 1, 1510 365 1875 
1819 
Stock from 1818, 1550, 1215 
Imports to Aug. 1, 3245 1130 4375 
Total, 4796 2310 7145 
Sales to Aug.1, 2860 1670 4500 
On hand Aug. 1935 675 2610 
On hand Aug.19, 2015 465 2480 


Of stems, 1200 bhds. 


him remember that when his father carried on busi- 


he found “* Hard Cash”—his work better done, and 
more perday. But view the contrast! One pint of 
rum per day for each hand; and the master of the 


ness, his hands were allowed but little ardent spirits ;;—= 


Should native worth, in times so hard, 

Of its due wages be debarr’d? 

Then let the Straw, the preference give, 
And let your Country People live-—Lon. Pap. 





—- 








(CF The Editor of the American Farmer solicits in- 


formation as to the date of the establishment of all the 


business cries out every day “ Hard Times ;” and welljAgricultural socicties in the Union, their articles of 
he may. We read of Bible, Missionary, and Cent So-|constitution, proceeedings, &c. &c. for publication in 


aveew s t at Bremen, Aug. 19.—Cotton, Geo. cieties; but hear very little said about the formation|this paper. 


Upland, 26 a 32—Surat, 18 a 20—Rice, Car. per 100 
Ybs. 7 a 77kd.—Tobacco, Maryland, fine yellow, per 


Yb. 27 a 33 gr.—Ordinary,13 a 14.—Vir. Ken. and Geo. 
fine rich sweets, 19 a 21—fat and heavy, 13 a 18— 
Middling, 9 a 12—Ordinary 74 a 84—Inferior, 6 47. 





Gy ADVERTISEMENTS, which are in their nature 


and objects suited to a paper of this sort, such as,|gality, they will be enabled to sing the song to the 


of a Temperate Society. Let the young men there- 
fore form themselves into a Society for the purpose 


of suppressing intemperence: let their motto be— 


** I protest that no more Pll get drunk, 
Nor lead such a wretched, vile lite.” 


And in the course of one year with prudence and fru 


the sales of land, seed, live stock, implements of hus- tune of “ Hard Cash,” instead of Hard Times.” 


bandry, new inventions, &c. &c., will be inserted once 
on’, at the rate of $1 per square, to be paid in ad- 
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